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Existing Character

*

Located at the western boundary of the Route 40 Corridor, the Western Gateway Policy Area is
characterized by a substantial amount of active agricultural land and natural areas including
significant stands of woodlands, waterfalls and wetlands. Most of the parcels in the western half
of this policy area are located within the Honeycreek Watershed, which runs along the western
boundary of Bethel Township. The Taylorsville Metropark, part of the FivEligivers Metropark
System, is comprised of approximately 285 acres in Bethel Township ac~'stP)ocated at the
southern end of this policy area, to the west of Route 40. This regiol'lal (::,1arkruns parallel to the
Great Miami River and contains walking trails, bike trails, a canoW'l!lJe[y lcnic areas and
reservable shelters. There is also one large office use that ope eo in ea ~y 008, the Aileron
Business Center, which is centrally located in this Policy Arg.sron Wildcat 0 ·ye. This business
center serves as a center for entrepreneuri eadershi '" offering classes for busi ess leaders
and entrepreneurs to help them succeed. The Tri-Citles Com aH . wns a large waste sludge

~ that is located in the northwest portion of area. A rnajoritfof'the large parcels in this area
are owned by a small number of land owners~fFhe Miami County SanitaryE:ngineers office is
currentlstl:ld in th~{easibility ot!:)ewer in this area on Route 40 ..

Figure 4 - Policy Area"'1 - The Western Gateway
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• This area should remain generally rural by de~ral spaces north of Route 40
should be preserved to the fullest extent possible. Conservation type residential
developments with smaller lots that preserve large areas of open space'n er etuit
have minimal impact on the overall rural appearance and should be encouraged in this
area.

• New developments should include high end hQm~s that ernphaslze.e connection with
the natural surroundings and possibly include green and sustaina15Le>design components
(plantings native to this area, solar panels, low lot coverage "
- oc:::=. --=' -

• Developed areas should b well connected from a edestrian sta"Rd oin To the fullest
extent possible, walking Raths, multi-use [2aths and4ereational~should be used to

,connectneighborhoods a~ provid~ conne tions t other areas of tb -~ wnship
!l"Iciuding.~ Qrogbsed east/west bike !2ath identifiedlon the MVRRGOG),[rg RanQ,e Plar~Lt6,
'connect,the GreatMiami River Trail to the Simoli1 Kenton Trail.

•

in the Western Gateway Policy Area in order of

• Single family detacbed residential (conservation or cluster design, emphasizing smaller
~ and prese iAg large areas of natural features) -
Commercial (<:levelopment of non-residential uses that would be ancillary or supportive
of the Aileron ~pus, ~r and recreation yse (e.g. bed and breakfast, cabin facilities,
etc.)
Large lot residential uses [minimum 20 acres 1
Parks and recreatione:

•
•

~~~~~~~aliilll~b~e~c~o~n~s~id~e~re~d as a part of a conservation or
e uire a minimum open s ace ratio of 50%

•
'I 1/

space ratio of 50% should be encouraged..•
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Implementation Recommendations
h-m ~

Development and redevelopment activities in this Policy Area should emphasize residential
uses that conform to the existing rural character of the area with larger lots and large setbacks.
Cluster and conservation type subdivisions arie a preferred development tXPfil which permits
dwellings on smaller lots but preserves large amounts of open and natural spaces to effectively
shield a majority of the development from the!publiC right-of-way. The use of Planned
Developments or cluster and conservation subdivisions will permit for large expanses of natural
open space which, wher(connect@Jwili serve to protect the woodlands a other natural
feature~, especially the Honey Creek wa~~r~~;ed.",=~,d,,~~~tri~D,Jl~~a~es en existin and

-pftW PeHJhborhoods should be promoted ttifQ$gti~tti~ulSe~9J;.![HJJt
trailS The use of Planned Unit Development districts to ensure
. d --IS encourage. -
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